
Crossing Borders112

a considerable threat by Mubarak’s government and the military. Egypt’s secu-
lar opposition, which had been so prominent in the protests that toppled 
Mubarak, was too diffuse to mount an effective campaign. The victorious Mus-
lim Brotherhood candidate, Mohamed Morsi, moved swiftly to push through a 
new constitution to consolidate power and implement his political and social 

agendas. He also began to alter the 
country’s foreign policy on a number 
of key fronts, thereby affecting the 
region’s tenuous balance and raising 
concerns among US policymakers.

Egypt’s military grew increasingly 
disillusioned and, in 2013, deposed 
Morsi, dismantled the Muslim Broth-
erhood’s leadership, and once again 
banned the organization from the 
political arena. In 2014, an election 
heavily choreographed by the mili-
tary provided little choice and 
brought its leader, Abdel Fattah el-
Sisi, to power. While the ascendance 
of the military restored stability, it 
also meant that Egypt returned to 
conditions strikingly similar to those 
evident during the Mubarak years.

The desire for democracy was 
reflected in political changes occur-
ring in other parts of the world as 
well. In Bolivia and Peru, for exam-
ple, leaders gained power by appeal-
ing to people’s hopes for more open 

political processes and policies to address severe economic inequalities. Despite 
varying circumstances and outcomes, these situations were all driven, in part, by 
the actions of people demanding to have their voices heard and to participate in 
selecting those who governed them.

What is the significance of these events and the realignment of the world that 
has occurred? What tools are available to help us understand them? Political 
scientists have introduced a new way of thinking about the international order, 
constructivism, which emphasizes the role of ideas and the meaning given to 
those ideas. They argue that the underlying forces frequently driving decisions 
in the international system are based on artificially constructed perceptions and 
the historical and emotional baggage attached to them, what international rela-
tions scholar Nicholas Onuf has called “a world of our making.”20 The develop-
ment of feminist views of international relations has emerged from this 
perspective, giving rise to feminist critiques of the masculine images of world 

How Do You Participate 
Politically?

Do you vote?

a.	 Yes, I vote in almost all elections.

b.	 Yes, I vote in elections of particular interest to me.

c.	 no, I choose not to vote.

d.	 no, I come from a place where elections are not held.

Are you a member of a political organization?

a.	 yes, I am affiliated with a political party.

b.	 yes, I am affiliated with other organizations.

c.	 no, I am not affiliated with any political organization.

Have you ever participated in a political campaign?

a.	 Yes, I have participated on a national level.

b.	 Yes, I have participated on a local level.

c.	 Yes, I have participated both on a national and local level.

d.	 no, I have not participated in a political campaign.

Have you ever been a part of a political protest or demonstration?

a.	 yes

b.	 no

How Do You
Connect?

constructivism
a view of the global order that 
sees the state and the rules 
that govern it as an artificial 
construct


